Genotypic analysis in large cell lymphomas expressing a restricted set of differentiation antigens.
Immunophenotyping and immunogenotyping were performed in a series of 8 large cell lymphomas exhibiting anaplastic or "histiocytic" morphology and displaying an uncertain phenotype due to a restricted number of differentiation antigens. 6 cases expressed the Ki-1 antigen. 4 cases expressed one or two B-cell markers and contained rearrangements of the immunoglobulin genes. One of them also exhibited a T-cell receptor (TCR) beta gene rearrangement. 3 cases expressed a single T-cell differentiation antigen. Among them, only 1 displayed both gamma and beta TCR gene rearrangement; 1 only contained a gamma TCR gene rearrangement and 1 completely lacked clonal rearrangements. The eight cases expressed an inconclusive immunophenotype due to an abundant population of reactive cells but showed an immunoglobulin gene rearrangement. In conclusion, 5 out of the 8 unusual lymphomas studied here could be characterized by immunogenotyping. This approach was, however, inconclusive in the 3 remaining cases, whose lineage and differentiation stage remain poorly defined.